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real thing in us, is apt to regard itself as the unreal. In
truth, it is the thought-world that is the nearest to
reality, and things become more and more illusory as
they take on more and more of a phenomenal character.

Again, the mind is permanent as compared with the
transitory physical world. For the " mind" is only a
clumsy name for the living Thinker in us, the true and
conscious Entity, the inner Man, " that was, that is, and
will be, for whom the hour shall never strike." The
less deeply this inner Man is plunged into matter, the
less unreal is his life; and when he has shaken off the
garments he donned at incarnation, his physical, ethereal
and passional bodies, then he is nearer to the Soul of
Things than he was before, and though veils of illusion
still dim his vision they are far thinner than those which
clouded it when round him was wrapped the garment of
the flesh. His freer and less illusory life is that which
is without the body, and the disembodied is, compara-
tively speaking, his normal state. Out of this normal
state he plunges into physical life for brief periods in
order that he may gain experiences otherwise unattain-
able, and bring them back to enrich his more abiding
condition. As a diver may plunge into the depths of the
ocean to seek a pearl, so the Thinker plunges into
the depths of the ocean of life to seek the pearl of